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Leadership class illuminates community needs often ignored
Z8 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2013

T

he patter of fingertips against
tabletops began shortly after the
oversized check was brought into
the room, its front facing away from
the faces of the 43 members of the 27th
class of Scottsdale Leadership, each
taut with anticipation.
Their drumroll swelled to a crescendo as the check was slowly turned
around to reveal its recipient, and for
an instant it was easy to forget that as a
member of the judging panel at last
Friday’s event, I was one of the few for
whom the moment held no suspense.
Friday marked the culmination of
several months of effort from the newest initiates of Scottsdale Leadership, a
non-profit dedicated to fostering civic
engagement and enhancing our city.
The class had been divided into six
groups, each of which undertook a project of its choosing to benefit a need it
had identified in our community as part
of an effort named Project Pay It Forward.
The climactic event enabled the
groups to present what they had accomplished, with a $2,000 donation to

be awarded to the community organization
that benefited from the
winning project.
A festive atmosphere prevailed as the
groups proudly shared
the details of their
GRANT
endeavors, but the
MARTIN
presentations exposed
and addressed local
problems with truly sobering implications.
There are more than 50 boys in the
East Valley alone hoping to be paired
with a mentor through the local chapter
of Big Brothers Big Sisters, for example. Alarmingly, males make up only
30 percent of the program’s volunteers.
It’s hard to imagine why more men my
age can’t seem to understand that being
a role model to a kid in need of one isn’t
a burden at all, but instead a wonderful
opportunity to change two lives for the
better.
It also became apparent that tooth
decay is such a pervasive issue among
our youths that a free dental screening

set up by one of the groups at a Boys &
Girls Clubs branch attracted 111 students and their families. Another group
tackled childhood obesity by planting a
garden for children to maintain and
developing a curriculum to teach them
more healthful eating habits.
The judging panel — there were six
of us in total, including Scottsdale City
Councilman Guy Phillips and former
Mayor Sam Campana — ultimately
awarded first place to a project that
raised money and awareness for Family Promise of Greater Phoenix. The
non-profit accommodates homeless
families and their pets, and the winning
group promoted this admirable and
unique policy by organizing a “Doggie
Drive-In” event I’m already looking
forward to attending next year.
The presentations were uniformly
impressive, creative and — most important — enlightening, in revealing and
addressing issues within our community that too many of us continue to ignore.
Grant Martin is the opinions editor of the

Kori Gerstner benefited from Family
Promise, which helps homeless families
and their pets. MARK HENLE/THE REPUBLIC
Scottsdale Republic. You can follow him on
Twitter at @GrantMartinAZ.

Passing bond proposal in Nov. is investment in Scottsdale

S

cottsdale residents are going to
have the opportunity to vote on a
bond proposal in November. I have
read the proposal and listened to input
from my friends and neighbors, and I
have concluded the proposal is right for
the city.
I have attended many City Council
meetings and have actively participated on the board of my homeowners
association for many years. I am struck
by the similarities between how the
HOA operates and what I have learned
by attending council meetings; it’s as if
my small community in south Scottsdale is a microcosm of the bigger city.
Just like the city of Scottsdale, our
“little city” was faced with the challenge of managing our community to
the high standard we had come to expect. We needed to create our own version of a bond package in the form of a

community assessment.
I was on a team that
volunteered hundreds
of hours to create our
proposal. I can tell you
that it was no easy
task, even on a neighMy Turn
borhood scale. Of
course, we experiDANA CLOSE
enced the expected
challenges of trying to please as many
stakeholders as possible, as well as
facing an unprecedented economic
recession.
As with the city bond proposal, there
was much discussion regarding what
would be appropriate for our assessment, especially considering the financial uncertainty of 2008. Believe
me, none of us were jumping up and
down to pay more money for anything.

Letting our community fall into disrepair was not an option, however, and
a deferred investment in our infrastructure would only increase future
costs.
Along with infrastructure needs, our
community also had some beautiful, yet
outdated, amenities that were not technically critical, but were part of what
makes our neighborhood beautiful and
appealing. Again, our community’s
issues paralleled what the city is now
facing.
At the end of the day, work needed to
be done and it cost money to do it. As an
HOA, we had a fiduciary responsibility
to our residents to manage our neighborhood in such a way to maintain our
property values. Ultimately, we determined our needs, created our proposal
and presented it to our community
voters.
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This is exactly what the city has
done with this bond package. It has
been researched, discussed, challenged, analyzed and pared down. Now
it is in the hands of the voters.
I encourage voters to take the time
to read the proposal. I think you will
see that the projects are evenly distributed throughout the city. It includes
things such as our libraries, parks and
public safety — all things we need to
properly maintain.
As for our “little city” in south
Scottsdale, we are buttoned up and
running well. We look beautiful, and
property values are going up. It was a
community worth investing in.
Scottsdale is a special city worthy of
our investment, as well.
Dana Close is a photographer and a resident
of south Scottsdale.
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