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Scottsdale Leadership Class 26 Pays it Forward With Five Community Service Projects
Graduating class of Scottsdale Leadership poised to leave a lasting legacy in Scottsdale
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. – As part of the nine-month community leadership program, members of Scottsdale
Leadership’s Class 26 were assigned to teams and challenged to plan and implement five community service
projects. The goal was to identify a community need and develop a project that positively affected that need,
while gaining hands-on experience as community leaders.
“The teams had to quickly organize and create a project that will pay it forward for years to come,” said Brian
Bednar, board president of Scottsdale Leadership. “We are beyond impressed and proud of class 26. Their
accomplishments are a reflection of what Scottsdale Leadership stands for. It proves that, even with limited time
and resources, a few passionate people can make a tremendous impact on a community.”
The projects underway include:
Play it Forward
Play it Forward is dedicated to getting musical instruments out of retirement and into the hands of students,
particularly to those in low-income areas who might not otherwise have access to musical education. The team,
in partnership with Ear Candy Charity and Arcadia High School Contemporary Music and Sound, is conducting
an instrument drive benefiting schools in the Scottsdale Unified School District (SUSD). The Arcadia High
School Contemporary Music and Sound (CMAS) program’s 2011-2012 Songwriter Night Concert Series is the
project finale and will take place at Arcadia High School on Saturday, March 29 at 6:30 p.m. Students get in free;
others pay $5 at the door. Instruments may be donated for free entry.
How to get involved: Donate musical instruments at the front desk at Arcadia High until April 15. To make a
donation to help repair and place the instruments with those in need, visit
http://www.EarCandyCharity.org/PlayitForward and click on CMAS drive.
Everybody Dance Now! Scottsdale
Everybody Dance Now! Is dedicated to enhancing the lives of youth through dance, leadership and community
involvement by starting a chapter of Everybody Dance Now! in Scottsdale. The project team is partnering with
the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Scottsdale to provide weekly dance programming to middle and high school
youth who would otherwise not have access to such opportunities. Everybody Dance Now! is a youth-run
nonprofit dedicated to inspiring students through positive opportunities that promote healthy and active lives. The
first class begins on Wednesday, March 28 at the Rose Lane Branch of The Boys & Girls Club.
How to get involved: Participate in two upcoming golf tournaments which will raise money for Everybody Dance
Now!. A Good Friday Golf Tournament will take place at Stonecreek Golf Club on Friday, April 6 and a NFL
Alumni Golf Tournament will take place at Whirlwind Golf Club on Friday, May 4. Golfers may contact Tim
Jorden at tjorden@cox.net to reserve a golf foursome. Also, volunteers will be needed to teach dance classes,

particularly teens and college students with hip-hop experience. Interested volunteers can contact the local
Everybody Dance Now! program at Scottsdale@everybodydancenow.org.
Paiute Community Garden
This team partnered with the Paiute Neighborhood Center to create a multifaceted edible garden with raised
planting beds and an art-inspired seated reading area. The Paiute Community Garden will be a beautiful place for
children and adults to grow an edible garden while layering an educational curriculum to inspire healthy food
choices. A ribbon-cutting ceremony is scheduled for Tuesday, April 10 at 10 a.m.
How to get involved: The program is happy to accept gardening materials and cash donations to assist the
program. Make your donations at the Paiute Neighborhood Center located at 6535 E. Osborn Road in Scottsdale.
Healthy Packs Program
The mission of Healthy Packs program is to aid children in Title 1 schools experiencing weekend hunger by
sending them home from school with food on Friday afternoons. Good weekend nutrition ensures the children
arrive to school on Monday well-nourished and ready to learn. Project partners include Vista Del Camino Food
Bank, Scottsdale Leadership, SUSD, Police Officers of Scottsdale Association, Scottsdale Sunrise Rotary Club,
Bethany Lutheran Church, and Concerned Citizens for Community Health. Healthy Packs kicked off on Friday,
March 23.
How to get involved: The project will continue to need volunteers and donations. You can volunteer with the Vista
Del Camino Food Bank to help pack bags, deliver bags or collect funds for the program. You can also donate
online at http://www.concernedcitizensscottsdale.org/ for the Healthy Packs Program. Non-perishable food
donation can be made directly to Healthy Packs at Vista Del Camino or to the Healthy Pack food donation boxes
located at all SUSD elementary schools. Donations boxes will also be available at select middle schools and
Desert Mountain High School.
Dream Fair
The goal for the Dream Fair was to inspire Coronado High School students entering 9th and 10th grade and their
parents to be more involved in school to help them realize their dreams for graduation and beyond. Increased
student and parental involvement are key contributors for better educational performance and decreased dropout
rates. The Dream Fair on March 24 featured former White House Doctor Connie Mariano and Craig Jackson of
Barrett-Jackson Collector Car Auction and a former Coronado High School graduate. Both shared how school
helped them reach their dreams. The event included free food, prizes and activity booths from the school and
community.
How to get involved: This year’s events is complete, but stay tuned for chances to donate your time and
resources to next year’s Dream Fair.
Teams will present their projects the community during formal presentations on Friday, April 27 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Scottsdale Civic Center Library Auditorium located at 3839 N. Drinkwater Blvd. in Scottsdale. Project
Pay It Forward Presentation Day is sponsored by the Scottsdale Charros. A panel of judges will evaluate the
projects and the winning team will receive $2,000 from Scottsdale Leadership to be donated to the team’s
benefiting organization.
Editor’s Note: Photos of the teams are available in JPEG format.
###
Since 1987, Scottsdale Leadership has graduated more than 850 individuals who are prepared to take on
leadership roles in an ever-changing world. Scottsdale Leadership alumni have had a significant impact on the
Scottsdale community, spearheading preservation of open space; improving the education system; championing
public art; mentoring at-risk youth; and raising hundreds of thousands of dollars for charities. For more
information, call the Scottsdale Leadership office at 480-627-6710, or visit, www.ScottsdaleLeadership.org.

